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LDS Church Education System (CES) Admission Application 2013-2014 
CES Members: BYU, BYU-Idaho, BYU-Hawaii, LDS Business College, Institutes of Religion 

New Freshmen and Transfer students with < 24 credits completed after high school 

1. The application is found at www.besmart.com. Click on ‘Apply Now’. 

 
 

1. Select ‘Apply Online’

 
 

2. On the ‘Apply Online’ page, you will be asked to read and commit to live by the CES 

Honor Code and Dress & Grooming Standards at the bottom of the page. Please read 

the standards carefully. If you agree to live by these standards, click on the appropriate 

option. 

http://www.besmart.com/
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3. You will next be instructed to log in or create your CES NetID. If you have not previously 

created a Net ID, please follow the steps as shown. Click ‘Create a NetID’ 

 
4. Enter the requested information and click ‘continue’. 

 
5. Select or create a NetID and enter your email address. Please use an email address you 

check often, as you will be notified of updates to your application at this address. 
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6. Enter the requested information for your password and security questions. We 

encourage you to write down your NetID and password for future reference. 

 
7. Confirm that your information is correct and click ‘confirm’. 

 
8. You will be instructed to log in with your new CES NetID and password: 
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9. Next you will be presented with the application instructions. Please review the 

instructions as they will outline the application materials you will be required to submit 

(only partial instructions are shown here for reference). The instructions section 

includes the mailing address where you should have your high school and colleges (if 

you have earned college credit previously) send official copies of your transcripts. Faxed 

transcripts are not accepted. If your high school transcript does not include copies of 

your ACT or SAT scores, please have copies of those score reports sent to the same 

address. Only one copy of your transcripts and test scores are required; shared imaging 

systems allow for each CES school to view the information you have submitted.  

10. After reviewing the instructions, click ‘submit’ at the bottom of the screen. 
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Parts 1 & 2: Student Information, Educational History, and School Selection 

11. Enter your identification information and click ‘Submit’. (Note: You are not required to 

list your SSN# on the application, but are encouraged to. If admitted, you will need to 

provide a SSN# in order to apply for federal financial aid, work on campus, secure 

internships, etc. 

 
 

12. Enter your contact information, ethnic information, and religious information as shown. 

To enter or update your information, click the ‘update’ link next to the field name. 

When you have finished entering your information, click submit at the bottom. You will 

receive a prompt from the system if you have left any required information blank.  
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13. You will next be brought to the ‘Educational History’ section of the application. Please 

enter the requested information about your high school completion. 

 
14. If you indicate that you have graduated/will graduate from a public high school, you will 

be asked to identify the school. Enter the name of the school and the state of location 

and then click ‘Find High School’.   

 

15. You will repeat this process for any colleges you have attended (including dual 

enrollment, concurrent enrollment, and Running Start programs). Note that you must 

enter years of attendance, graded hours and GPA for completed college work.  
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16. At the bottom of the screen, indicate if any of your parents or family members are 

alumni of one of the four CES institutions. When you have completed this section, click 

‘submit’.  

 
17. Next, indicate to which of the four CES institutions you are applying. You may apply to as 

many as you like, but will need to pay the $35 application fee for each school. You will 

also need to complete the ‘School Selection’ information including selecting an 

application semester, applicant type, and prospective major for each school to which 

you are applying. Click ‘add’ above the name of the school you want to select. Select the 

schools in order of your first preference, 2nd preference, and so on. When you have 

finished, click ‘Save’. 

 

18. Next, indicate the semester for which you are applying, select your application type 

(make sure you read all the options to find the one that best describes you), and select a 

major from the drop-down list at the bottom of the box. When you have finished, click 

‘submit’. 
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19. When you have completed this step, you will be asked to review everything you have 

submitted up this point to make sure it is accurate. Make any necessary changes and 

then click ‘submit’ at the very bottom of the page, below the information you just 

entered for the schools to which you are applying. 

20. Next, you will be presented with your application status screen. When you return to 

www.besmart.com in the future to check your application status, you will be shown this 

screen, which outlines your required application materials and will also show when 

those materials were submitted. When you have received a decision on your 

application, it will show at the top of this page with a link containing more information 

and instructions. Note that this is also where you can pay the $35 application fee for 

each school to which you are applying. You may return to this page later if you are not 

prepared to pay the fee now. To continue with your application, click ‘Continue to Part 

3’ at the bottom of the screen.  

 

Part 3: Ecclesiastical Endorsement 

http://www.besmart.com/
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When you continue to Part 3, you will be provided with the CES Honor Code again. The 

principles of the Honor Code are an essential core part of the experience and atmosphere at 

each CES school. Please review this information once again to be sure you understand the 

commitment. When you have finished reviewing and feel comfortable proceeding, click the 

box that indicates your agreement to live by the Honor Code and Dress & Grooming 

standards. You must click this box for the electronic endorsement to work properly. After 

clicking the box, download and print the endorsement request forms (there are 2, one for 

your bishop, one for your stake presidency if you are LDS; if you are not LDS, you can have 

an LDS bishop provide your endorsement or contact BYU-Idaho Admissions at (208) 496-

1300 to request a pdf copy of the endorsement form to be submitted by a leader of your 

faith. Non-LDS applicants will receive follow-up contact from BYU-Idaho for a second 

endorsement.) Click submit when you have finished printing the forms. 

 

For your reference, a copy of the type of instructions you will provide to your bishop and stake 

presidency is provided here. Note that you must print out your own instruction sheet  for your 

leaders so that your application information will be provided on the form. This copy is just a 

sample. 
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Part 4: Seminary Recommendation 

21. Enter the requested information about your seminary attendance: 

 
22. If you answer no, you will be requested to provide more information. If you answer yes, 

you will receive instruction to print out a recommendation request form to give to your 

current seminary teacher so he/she may provide a recommendation on your behalf. 

After printing the form, click ‘submit’.  

 
The request form looks like this: 

 
 

  



13 
 

Part 5: High School Information 

23. The next portion of the application (if you are still in high school) is Part 5: High School 

Information. Please provide the requested information about your school’s grading 

system, your un-weighted/raw grade point average, and the classes you have remaining 

before high school graduation. Use the ‘add’ link next to each field to enter information 

as needed. When you have finished, click ‘submit’.  
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Part 6: Extracurricular Involvement 

24. Next provide the requested information regarding your extracurricular involvement. You 

may enter additional information in the open-form boxes at the bottom right if needed. 

When you are finished entering your information, click ‘submit’ at the bottom of the 

screen.  
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Part 7: Essays 

25. Part 7: Essays is the final portion of the application (unless you are not a U.S. citizen). 

Please provide your electronic signature and enter the requested essay information. 

Essay questions for the 2013-2014 application are shown here. We encourage you to 

proofread your essays carefully. You can compose them in another program and copy 

and paste them here if you prefer. 

 

 

 

 
26. At the bottom of Part 7, there is a section with optional information requested of U.S. 

residents. When you have finished with your essays and this section, click ‘submit’ at the 

bottom of the page.  
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27. Your application will receive a decision around the time of the application deadline. You 

will be notified of your application decision at the email address you provided on the 

application.  

Notes 

28. General: Please be aware of the following points: 

A. As outlined in the ‘School Selection’ portion of the application, BYU-Idaho uses a 

Three-Track System to accommodate more students. Track assignments are made in 

the weeks following a student’s admission to the university. For more information 

on the Three-Track System, please visit www.byui.edu/admissions.  

B. As outlined in the application instructions, non-native English speakers are required 

to submit scores from an approved English Proficiency test.  

 

29. International Applicants: Please be aware of the following points: 

A. Applicants who are listed as citizens of countries other than the United States will be 

required to provide additional information regarding their country of citizenship and 

must submit an additional part of the application called ‘Part 8: International 

Finances’. This sheet requires the student to verify that they understand the 

financial obligations they will have as students of the institution(s) to which they are 

applying and to demonstrate the sources of their funding and list any dependents 

who will accompany them. Proof of funding is not required for admission, but is 

required for immigration purposes after a student is admitted. 

B. As described in the application instructions, students with high school or college 

studies completed outside of the United States must have their educational records 

evaluated by an educational credential evaluation service provider. One evaluation 

will suffice for all CES schools to which the student applies. Please see the 

application instructions for more details. 

C. All international applicants applying to BYU as New Freshmen or Transfer students 

with less than 24 college credits earned after high school must submit ACT or SAT 

scores. International students in these categories applying to BYU-Idaho, BYU-

Hawaii, and LDSBC are not required to submit these test scores with the exception 

of students from Canada. 

Questions? 

Institution Web Site Email  Phone  

General CES Info www.besmart.com  admissions@besmart.com (801) 422-2507 

BYU www.byu.edu admissions@byu.edu (801) 422-2507 

BYU-Idaho www.byui.edu admissions@byui.edu (208) 496-1300 

BYU-Hawaii www.byuh.edu admissions@byuh.edu (808) 675-3738 

http://www.byui.edu/admissions
http://www.besmart.com/
mailto:admissions@besmart.com
http://www.byu.edu/
mailto:admissions@byu.edu
http://www.byui.edu/
mailto:admissions@byui.edu
http://www.byuh.edu/
mailto:admissions@byuh.edu
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LDS Business College www.ldsbc.edu admissions@ldsbc.edu (801) 524-8145 

 

http://www.ldsbc.edu/
mailto:admissions@ldsbc.edu

